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The CIM has conducted the following activities since the first regular session of the Executive Committee held in Washington, D.C., from April 21 to 22, 2005:
I.
THIRTY-FIFTH REGULAR SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE OAS (Fort Lauderdale, June 5 to 7, 2005)

The President of the CIM and the Executive Secretary attended the General Assembly in representation of the CIM.  During a plenary session, the President made a presentation to the Foreign Ministers on the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará”.  In her presentation, she informed the plenary on the activities to date in implementing the Mechanism, asked for their support, and encouraged them to provide the resources necessary to successfully continue implementing said Mechanism.   


The General Assembly adopted the following five resolutions of interest to the CIM: 

1. Appointment of women to senior management positions at the OAS, AG/RES. 2096 (XXXV-O/05);
2. Strengthening of the Inter-American Commission of Women, AG/RES. 2099 (XXXV-O/05);
3. Fighting the crime of trafficking in persons, AG/RES. 2118 (XXXV-O/05);
4. Promotion of women’s human rights and gender equity and equality, AG/RES. 2124 (XXXV-O/05);
5. Fourth biennial report on compliance with resolution AG/RES. 1456 (XXVII-O/97), “Promotion of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, ‘Convention of Belém do Pará,’” AG/RES. 2138 (XXXV-O/05).

Document CIM/CD/doc.18/05, prepared by the Permanent Secretariat, contains the full text of the resolutions adopted at the General Assembly. 
II.
ACTIVITIES OF THE CIM
In keeping with the mandates adopted by the Assembly of Delegates, the activities of the President and the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM center on the priorities included in the program guidelines adopted for the 2004-2006 biennium and are described below.  

1.
HUMAN RIGHTS AND ELIMINATION OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN
1.1.
Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI)
a.
Draft Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) 

Pursuant to Resolution CIM/RES.doc.229 (XXXII-O/04), the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM prepared the draft Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts of the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment, and Eradication of Violence against Women, “Convention of Belém do Pará” (MESECVI).  

That draft was referred to the First Regular Session of the CIM Executive Committee for their information.  At that session, the Committee adopted Agreement No. 4, in which it requested that the Executive Secretariat convey the aforesaid draft to all the Principal Delegates for comment.   On April 26, 2005, the Draft Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts (CEVI) were sent to the Principal Delegates through their respective Foreign Ministries so that they might transmit their comments on the draft to the Permanent Secretariat by April 30, 2005, at the latest.
The Secretariat convened a Working Group, open to all of the permanent missions, to analyze those contributions and prepare a final draft. Several meetings were held on June 17th, 21st, 22nd and 23rd; and on July 14th and 21st. The Permanent Secretariat drafted a text incorporating the contributions produced by this work, which was subsequently submitted to the Committee of Experts (CEVI).

b.
Appointment of Experts

On February 28, 2005, the President requested that the governments appoint an expert to the Committee of the MESECVI.  In light of the few appointments received by the Secretariat, the Executive Committee, at its First Regular Session, adopted Agreement No. 3, requesting that the Principal Delegates collaborate in the appointment of the Experts of the States Parties to the Convention of Belém do Pará, in order to meet this objective as soon as possible. To that end, the Permanent Secretariat circulated communication No. 05-096/05 through the Permanent Missions on May 3, 2005,
c.
First Meeting of the CEVI

Pursuant to the mandates of the OAS General Assembly and the CIM Assembly of Delegates, the Executive Secretariat convoked the first meeting of the Committee of Experts of the MESECVI via note No. 07-128/05 on July 11, 2005. The meeting was held at the headquarters from August 22-24, 2005. .

Pursuant to the mandates issued, the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM presented the drafts of the Meeting Agenda, Rules of Procedure, and questionnaire to be sent to the Governments, work schedule, and work methodology to the CEVI. After a   detailed analysis and appropriate modifications, the Committee of Experts adopted the said documents. The CEVI then elected Leila Linhares Barsted, expert of Brazil, and Margarita Puerto Gómez, expert of Honduras, Coordinator and Alternate Coordinator, respectively.  They shall perform their duties for a period of two years. The documents adopted by the CEVI, and which are included in the Report on the Mechanism to Follow Up on Implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará (CIM/CD/doc.21/05), were sent by electronic mail on September 15th and 20th to the Experts, the CIM Delegates and to the Permanent Missions for their consideration.
d.
Competent National Authorities
On September 13, 2005, and pursuant to Article 9 of the Rules of Procedure of the Committee of Experts, the Permanent Secretariat, as Secretariat of MESECVI, sent out communication No.. 09-157/05 requesting that the states parties appoint the competent national authority to liaise with the Secretariat.  September 30th was the deadline established for the receipt of that information. E-mails were subsequently sent on September 26th and October 5th reminding the States Parties of the deadline and the importance of this appointment. To date, 24 states parties have appointed their competent national authority.
e.
Distribution of the Questionnaire
Pursuant to the Statute of the MESECVI, the Rules of Procedure, and the work schedule of the CEVI, the Secretariat sent the questionnaire for evaluating implementation of Convention to the competent national authorities on November 7, 2005.  January 16, 2006, was set as the deadline for conveying the responses to the questionnaire to the Secretariat.

1.2.
Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children 

This issue is addressed in the document “Fighting the Crime of Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women, Adolescents, and Children: Update on the Activities of the CIM” (CIM/CD/doc.24/05). 
1.3.
Campaign against Violence against Women

The CIM is collaborating in the launch of the international campaign, “16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence, November 25 to December 10, 2005”.  The campaign has adopted as its theme “For the Health of Women, For the Health of the World: No More Violence!” The 16-day campaign covers and refers to four symbolic dates connected with violence against women and human rights: International Day against Violence against Women (November 25th); World AIDS Day (December 1st); the Anniversary of the Montreal Massacre (December 6th); and International Human Rights Day (December 10th).

This initiative is designed to encourage the organization and mobilization of civil society to denounce all forms of violence against women and to strengthen the activities of women’s groups against violence around the world. The core theme highlights the inter-relationship between gender-based violence and the HIV/AIDS pandemic, which affects an ever increasing number of women and children.

The general coordinator of the campaign is the NGO, Center for Women’s Global Leadership (CWGL) and the information focal point for Latin America and the Caribbean is Isis International. In addition to the CIM, the other participants in the project are: the United Nations, through the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM), United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), United Nations Development Program (UNDP), Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), United Nations Institute for Research and Training for the Advancement of Women (INSTRAW), the Inter-American Parliamentary Group on Population and Development (IAPG) and the Inter-American Alliance for Prevention of Gender-Based Violence through Health (INTERCAMBIOS).

2.
INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM ON THE PROMOTION OF WOMEN’S HUMAN RIGHTS AND GENDER EQUITY AND EQUALITY (IAP)
2.1. Training Course on Gender, Conflict and Peace-Building

The “First Training Course on Gender, Conflict and Peace-Building: Andean Region” was held successfully from October 3 to 7, 2005, in Lima, Peru. The course was a joint initiative of the CIM, the Office for the Prevention and Resolution of Conflicts (OPRC), and the organization Inclusive Security: Women Waging Peace.  The objectives of the course were to provide training, with a gender perspective, to men and women working in the areas of peace-building and security, and to promote the participation of women in conflict resolution and peace building. 

The participants designed and presented proposals with a gender perspective for dealing with specific conflicts in their countries and developed recommendations for the inclusion of gender in the treatment of social conflict in the Andean region. An immediate result of this training was the creation of a virtual peace builders network (redpazandina@yahoogroups.com), connecting the various actors involved in this issue in the region, supporting their work, and encouraging the exchange of experiences, information, methodologies, and lessons learned.  The final report on the training course is contained in document CIM/CD/doc.23/05.


Funding for this project was received from Hunt Alternatives Fund, the parent company of Inclusive Security: Women Waging Peace, and the government of the People’s Republic of China.  The second training course will be held in 2006 in Central America. 

2.2.
OAS Gender Mainstreaming Project 


Following the success of the 2001-2003 “Gender Mainstreaming Project,” in which OAS program and policy staff received training in gender, the Government of Canada is providing funding for additional training courses. On October 24th, a coordination meeting was held to plan for Phase II of the project. In attendance were representatives from: CICAD, the Office of Human Resource Services, the Office of Education, the Office of Public Information, and the Office for the Prevention and Resolution of Conflicts of the Department of Democratic and Political Affairs. A briefing for Office Directors and a group training course are scheduled for the month of December. Additional training courses are also scheduled for January, February, and March, 2006.


These courses will not only strengthen the training received in the area of gender mainstreaming, but will also include issues such as harassment and the abuse of power. The courses will be offered for new staff members and for those unable to participate in the first round. Of great importance is the “Train the Trainers” component which will institutionalize the gender training at the OAS, and will create an experienced team with the expertise, the techniques and the materials needed to replicate the program.
3. FOURTH SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS

In accordance with resolution CIM/RES. 230 (XXXII-O/04) “Gender and Access to Decent Work to Address Poverty and Strengthen Democratic Governance,” the Permanent Secretariat prepared recommendations that were submitted to the Summit Implementation Review Group (SIRG) for their consideration. , Meetings were held with the Summits of the Americas Secretariat to to ensure the inclusion of a gender perspective in the preparatory process of the Summit and to also ensure the participation of the CIM. The Permanent Secretariat of the CIM attended several meetings of the SIRG held in Washington at which the draft Declaration and Plan of Action of Mar del Plata were negotiated. The Executive Secretariat also attended the SIRG meeting held in Argentina in September, 2005. During that meeting, the Executive Secretary also took part in the meeting held for representatives of Civil Society. In addition, the Senior Specialist participated in the Gender Forum of the Fourth Summit of the Americas, held in Argentina, from April 7 to 9, where she made a presentation on the recommendations of the CIM to the Summit.
III.
OFFICIAL MISSIONS AND REPRESENTATION OF THE CIM

The following are the representation activities of the CIM Secretariat of this reporting period: 
Center for Women’s Policy Studies, Global POWER [Partnership of Women Elected Representatives]

The Executive Secretary met with Leslie Wolfe, President of the Center for Women’s Policy Studies, a DC-based NGO.  CIM was invited to participate in the Center’s anti-trafficking initiative for 2006, which will bring together legislators from around the world to focus on anti-trafficking activities and legislation.  The CIM will provide technical expertise in this initiative. 

National Congress to Support the Harmonization of Local Legislation with International Instruments on Women’s Human Rights - Effective Exercise for Women’s Human Rights in Mexico 
The Senior Specialist of the CIM made several presentations on “The Right of Women to Live without Violence, and the Obligation of the Mexican State to Uphold that Right under the Convention of Belém do Pará” at a series of seminars organized by the Government of Mexico in San Luis de Potosí, Potosí (April), Mexico City (July), Morelia, Michoacán (September), and Villahermosa, Tabasco (October). Furthermore, Reinaldo Rodriguez of the OAS Secretariat for Legal Affairs represented the CIM at the seminars held in Tijuana, Baja California (June) and Monterrey, Nuevo León (August).

Protection of Women’s Rights in the Inter-American System

The Executive Secretariat of the CIM participated in the panel “Results and Lessons Learned from Studies on Gender and Justice,” within the framework of the meeting on “The Protection of Women’s Rights in the Inter-American System: An Analysis of Access to Justice,” organized by the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR). The events in which the CIM participated were held in Washington, D.C., in April, 2005, and in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in September, 2005.

International Seminar on Combating Trafficking in Persons 
The CIM participated in the “International Seminar on Combating Trafficking in Persons.” The event, organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Peru and the OAS, was held on April 28 and 29, in Lima, Peru.


Strengthening Judicial Institutions for Development with Equity in Uruguay
The Senior Specialist, Mercedes Kremenetzky, was invited to make a presentation on the Convention of Belém do Pará and its Follow-up Mechanism. The teleconference, “Strengthening Judicial Institutions for Development with Equity in Uruguay,” was sponsored by the World Bank. The event was held in Washington, D.C., on May 3, 2005.   
Participation in the Network against Violence
The Spanish International Cooperation Agency invited the CIM to the seminar of the Network against Violence. At the meeting, the Senior Specialist made a presentation on the activities of the CIM and the Follow-up Mechanism to the Convention of Belém do Pará. The event was held in May 2005, in Antigua, Guatemala.


Gender and Trade
On May 20, the CIM attended the seminar on Gender and Trade: Identifying Myths, Overcoming Challenges and Developing Alternatives, organized by Woodrow Wilson Center, Center of Concern, Hispanic Council on International Relations, and International Gender and Trade Network. José Manuel Salazar, Director of the Office of Trade, Growth, and Competitiveness of the OAS, participated in the panel on Addressing Gender in Trade: Economic, Legal and Political Challenges. 


Meeting with UNIFEM
On May 24, 2005, the CIM held a meeting with the Director of the Latin American/Caribbean Bureau of UNIFEM, Marijke Velzeboer Salcedo. The meeting addressed the following issues: the anti-violence campaign “16 Days of Activism against Gender-based Violence”; the project on Gender, Conflict and Peace Building, and the relation between the CEDAW mechanism and the Mechanism to Follow Up on the Implementation of the Inter-American Convention on the Prevention, Punishment and Eradication of Violence Against Women, “Convention de Belém do Pará,” (MESECVI).
Global Summit of Women

The CIM participated in the Global Summit of Women, held in Mexico City, in June, 2005.  Patricia Espinoza, President of the National Institute for Women of Mexico chaired this event.  The Executive Secretary is also participating on the International Planning Committee for the next Global Summit, which will be held in Cairo, Egypt in June.

Equitable Development and the Millennium Development Goals: Addressing Equity Challenges in Labor and Trade Agendas 
In June 2005, Senior Specialist of the CIM participated as a panelist in the teleconference on “Equitable Development and the Millennium Development Goals: Addressing Equity Challenges in Labor and Trade Agendas.” The event, organized by the World Bank and UNIFEM, was held in Washington, D.C.

Uncovering Human Trafficking in the Nation’s Capital

The CIM attended the seminar entitled “Unwilling, Unpaid, Unseen: Uncovering Human Trafficking in the Nation’s Capital,” held on June 9 and 10 in Washington, D.C. The event was organized by Georgetown University.

International Symposium on Women and Information and Communication Technology (ICT): Creating Global Transformation

The CIM attended the International Symposium on Women and Information and Communication Technology (ICT): Creating Global Transformation, which was held in Baltimore, Maryland, on June 13 and 14, 2005.  The event was organized by the Center for Women and Information Technology of the University of Maryland, in order to create, disseminate and carry out research, processes and activities to increase substantially the participation and leadership of women in education and initiatives connected with information technology. 


The Millennium Development Goals: a Latin American and Caribbean Perspective


The CIM was invited to the presentation of the document “The Millennium Development Goals: a Latin American and Caribbean Perspective.” The event, held on July 1, was attended by the Secretary General of the OAS, José Miguel Insulza; the Executive Secretary of ECLAC, José Luis Machinea; the Director of PAHO, Mirta Roses, and other speakers from the World Bank and the Inter-American Development Bank, who gave presentations on progress in implementation of the Millennium Development Goals in the Hemisphere.


NGO Response to the State Department’s 2005 Trafficking in Persons Report


The CIM attended the seminar on “NGO Response to the State Department’s 2005 Trafficking in Persons Report,” held on July 14, in Washington, D.C. The event was organized by Vital Voices. 


Alternatives for Attention in the Health Sector for Women Survivors of Sexual Violence


The Executive Secretary and the Senior Specialist of the CIM participated in various panels in the seminar on “Alternatives for Attention in the Health Sector for Women Survivors of Sexual Violence,” organized by the Unit for Gender Ethnicity and Health Unit of the Pan American Health Organization/ World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) and IPAS Mexico. The seminar was held from August 2 to 4, in Washington, D.C., and was attended by representatives of nongovernmental organizations, regional networks, international organizations, and cooperation agencies working in this area.

National Center for Missing and Exploited Children

The Executive Secretary was invited to speak before the annual meeting of the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children on the issue of Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children.  The meeting was held in Washington, DC on August 11th. 
International Conference on “Prevention of Trafficking in Persons”


The CIM gave a presentation on “The OAS and Combating Trafficking in Persons in the Hemisphere: from Conceptual Framework to Practice” at the International Conference on Prevention of Trafficking in Persons: Approaches and Strategies. The event, sponsored by the International Organization for Migration (OIM), was held in Colombia from August 23 to 24, 2005.

Workshop-Seminar on Combating Trafficking in Persons


The CIM participated in the “Workshop-Seminar on Combating Trafficking in Persons: Protection of Victims,” which was held in Quito, from August 25 to 26, 2005. The event, organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ecuador and the OAS, was the initial step in bringing together key actors to begin working on anti-trafficking activities in Ecuador.  In addition to government, legislative and law enforcement officials, Mrs. Victoria Moncayo, Principal Delegate of Ecuador to the CIM was present.  In addition, representatives from CECIM and former Principal Delegates, Mrs. Miriam Garces, and Mrs. Mercedes de Vega were in attendance. 
Validation of the Model Laws and Policies on Domestic Violence against Women

To continue with an inter-institutional initiative started several years ago, the CIM took part in the follow-up meeting on “Validation of the Model Laws and Policies on Domestic Violence against Women,” organized by the Unit for Gender Ethnicity and Health Unit of the Pan American Health Organization, at which it offered a presentation on the MESECVI.  Other participants included representatives of UNIFEM, CLADEM, IPAS, ISIS International, the International Parliamentary Group, government representatives, and NGOs that work for women’s human rights. The event was held in Washington, D.C., from September 6 to 8, 2005.

Training course in leadership and social management for gender equality


The Senior Specialist of the CIM participated in the training course in leadership and social management for gender equality organized by the Inter-American Institute for Social Development (INDES) of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB). The course was held in Washington, D.C., from September 12 to 17, 2005. 

League of Women Voters, Danbury, Connecticut


The Executive Secretary was invited to speak on Trafficking in Persons before the meeting of the League of Women Voters, held in Danbury, Connecticut on September 26th, 2005. 
Key Migration Issues Workshop Series


The CIM gave a presentation on “The OAS Prevention Mechanism to Combat Organized Crime,” at the seminar, “Key Migration Issues Workshop Series: International Trafficking in Human Beings.” The seminar, held in New York City on October 18, 2005, was organized by the United Nations.

Latin American Police Congress


The CIM presented a paper on “Missing Persons: the OAS and the Fight against Trafficking in Persons” at the First Latin American Police Congress on Missing Persons. The event was organized by the Carabineros de Chile and held in Santiago, Chile, from October 19 to 21, 2005.

Dialogue with the United Nations and the Special Rapporteur of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights


The CIM Senior Specialist participated in the event “Gender-based Violence and Equitable Development: the Role of the International Community”, held on October 24th, at the World Bank headquarters in Washington, D.C. The proceedings were opened by the World Bank President, Paul Wolfowitz, and the Senior Vice President and General Counsel, Roberto Dañino. The United Nations Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women, Yakin Ertürk, addressed the role that should be played by nongovernmental actors in tackling violence.   In addition, the OAS Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Women of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights, Susana Villarán, spoke on this issue from a regional perspective.  Finally, the Lead Economist of Gender and Development for the World Bank, Andrew Morrison, spoke about the results of a recent study on ways to prevent and respond to gender-based violence in middle- and low-income countries. 

National Institute for Women of Mexico


On Nov. 17, 2005, the Secretariat of External Relations of Mexico was the venue for an event organized by the National Institute for Women of Mexico to present a proposal for enforcing implementation of the Follow-up Mechanism to the Convention of Belém do Pará (MESECVI), and to inform on its installation at national level and its positioning within the “National Program for Lives without Violence.” 

Participants at the meeting included the Director of Global Issues of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Mexico, Mr. Ernesto Céspedes, the CIM Principal Delegate, Ms. Patricia Espinosa, representatives of the judicial branch, international organizations, civil society organizations and the press.  The CIM Senior Specialist was invited to the event to make a presentation on the MESECVI’s characteristics, functioning and current status. 


Workshop-Seminar on Combating Trafficking in Persons


The CIM took part in the “Workshop-Seminar on Combating Trafficking in Persons: Regional Cooperation.” The seminar, held in Guatemala on December 1 and 2, 2005, was organized by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Guatemala and the OAS.

Additional anti-trafficking activities in which Phillip Linderman, and Laura Langberg participated in, are included in the Trafficking report, contained in CIM/CD/doc.24/05.

Additional Briefings and Outreach

The Executive Secretary met with representatives of the office of U.S. Senator Ken Salazar, to discuss the work of the CIM (April, 2005) 


On June 17th, the Executive Secretary participated in a panel discussion on OAS activities for field representatives of USAID.

On June 21st, the Executive Secretary briefed the inter-agency working group of the International Women’s Affairs Office, U.S. Department of State.


Members of the CIM Secretariat met with representatives of the Washington Office for Latin America (WOLA) to discuss possibilities for collaboration.


As part of an ongoing relationship with the National Hispana Leadership Institute (NHLI), the CIM briefed the fellows of the Young Latinas Learning to Lead program and the fellows of the annual program.  There were held in July and September, respectively.  The Executive Secretary also participated in the NHLI’s Annual Meeting and Leadership Training Conference, held in November, 2005.

The Executive Secretary, the Anti-Trafficking Coordinator and Specialists participated in a conference call with representatives of MicroSoft, to discuss possibilities for collaboration and cooperation, especially on the issue of trafficking. 

The Executive Secretary, the Senior Specialist and the Anti-Trafficking Specialist briefed participants of the U.S. Foreign Services Institute in November, 2005, on CIM activities, particularly on Violence against Women and Trafficking in Persons. 


On November 17th, the Executive Secretary participated in a briefing for officials from Finland.

The Executive Secretary was awarded a fellowship to the Abshire-Inamori Leadership Academy of the Center for Strategic International Studies (CSIS).  The two-week program focused on the development of leadership skills and briefings on a myriad of topical issues managed by the CSIS. 
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